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From:                                         CPC.PotreroPowerStation <CPC.PotreroPowerStation@sfgov.org>
Sent:                                           Tuesday, November 20, 2018 5:40 PM
To:                                               peterlinenthal1
Cc:                                               Compliance, PPS (ECN); TheStack
Subject:                                     RE: potrero power station comments
 
Your comments were received and added to the administrative record.
 
Rachel Schuett, Senior Planner
Environmental/Transportation Team, Environmental Planning Division
San Francisco Planning Department 
1650 Mission Street, Suite 400 San Francisco, CA 94103
Direct: 415.575.9030| www.sfplanning.org
San Francisco Property Information Map
 
 

From: peterlinenthal1 <ppotrero@pacbell.net> 
Sent: Saturday, November 17, 2018 9:52 AM
To: CPC.PotreroPowerStation <CPC.PotreroPowerStation@sfgov.org>
Subject: potrero power station comments
 

 

Dear SF Planning Department Commissioners,                                                              Nov.  2018
 
I direct the Potrero Hill Archives Project. Since 1986 we’ve collected neighborhood history and made it available to the public.
We just held our 19th annual Potrero Hill History Night.
 I would like to comment on the DEIR for the Potrero Power Station.
 Building our future does not require throwing away our past.
The historic brick buildings on the Potrero Power Station site have extraordinary national significance, offering a connection
to: 
—the explosion of industry on Potrero Point starting in the 1860s
‐‐ until 1913, the most important power plant on the west coast
—PG&E’s 99 years on the site
‐‐ Irish Hill to the north
—and the rebuilding of San Francisco following 1906.
—These buildings are part of the only historic district in San Francisco combining industrial & residential communities, and give
context to the remaining Spreckels Sugar warehouses across the street 

The proposed project in the DEIR would demolish four brick buildings, extending the historic period to include Unit 3 and the
Stack, both built in the 1960s. I challenge anyone to make the case that the 1960s were as significant as the late 19th & early 20th

century periods on this site. Saving the “60s structures is fine but only if priority is given to the cluster of more significant brick
buildings.
 Most people have no idea what’s on this site. The historic buildings are largely hidden from view and inaccessible even on
Power Station tours. My article in the September Potrero View was an attempt to raise awareness. We will be circulating a
‘Save the Historic Potrero Power Station Brick Buildings’ petition.The developer wants the development to reflect the site’s
history but to tear down the few buildings which are part of that history makes absolutely no sense.
 If Associate Capital intends the development to merge with Pier 70 to the north, why is the Power Station development
preserving fewer historic buildings? Why is it denser than Pier 70? Why does it offer a smaller percentage of open space? Some
of the mitigations offered are insulting. Can anyone imagine that books printed‐on‐demand, videos, or salvaged fragments
would compensate for the loss of historic structures?
 The DEIR does not offer a reasonable range of alternatives. A variety of adaptive reuse solutions should be considered. SF
Heritage’s proposed charrettes will be an excellent way to generate possibilities. Saving the brick buildings & maintaining their
visually cohesive cluster should be a priority. Space inside could be public spaces, perhaps tennis & basketball courts and

http://www.sfplanning.org/
http://propertymap.sfplanning.org/


walled gardens. Additions are possible but should not overwhelming old buildings which need breathing space. Of course,
consideration of alternatives must include Associate Capital’s cost estimates. Without these estimates, how can alternatives
be evaluated?
 These brick buildings are irreplaceable and, I hope, will become incredible assets. The history held by these buildings belongs
to everyone and should not be taken away.
 
                         Peter Linenthal             director, Potrero Hill Archives Project
 


